
Carrie E. Tompkins  
Elementary School SPECIALS Update 
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ARTalk 
B r i e  L a f u e n t e  

It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to an end. This year at CET we have 

been fortunate to experience a variety of musical activities for all of our CET students. Here 

is a brief recap of our year: Kindergarten Circus came to town where the kids sang and 

showed off their circus arts skills. In First grade, we were full of “Creepy Creatures” where 

the students recited poems and sang songs about creatures. Second grade presented their 

concert ‘Did You Hear That Sound?”, where they created sound pieces using various      

objects. Our Third grade students brought us “We Are Unity” teaching us about other      

cultures while demonstrating songs, dances, while our Fourth Grade impressed us with A 

Broadway Kids experience! Bash the Trash returned this year to work with the Second 

grade on building instruments from recycled materials and presented an assembly on     

instruments created solely with recycled materials. The Third Grade students will receive a 

“hands on” instrument experience with Ms. Zantay and Ms. Sable to help decide what     

instrument to take in fourth grade. Our Fourth Grade Chorus, Band and Strings will perform 

our Spring Concert for parents on June 7, at 7:00PM. We have used technology to 

create and learn music, sang songs, played instruments and danced and our Fourth Grade 

is preparing for their last “performance” at CET, the Moving-Up Ceremony. The arts are 

such an important part of our children’s education and I feel very lucky to be in a district that 

supports it in such strong ways. The PTA has been monumental in funding almost every 

program listed above, THANK YOU!  Our children’s musical education has been enriched 

because of it. I hope you all have a relaxing musical summer! 

Fourth Gr. 

Broadway Kids 

DISTRICT –WIDE 

ART SHOW 

 

 

May 16 - May 18  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

at the                   

Croton-Harmon 

High School 

OPENING NIGHT  

TUESDAY, MAY 16 

AT 6:30 pm 

CET 4th graders present:   

Broadway 

Kids            

May 11, at 7 PM!  

Selections from the 

following musicals:     

The Wizard of Oz      

Xanadu  
Chitty Chitty 

Bang Bang           

Newsies  

All Shook 

Up  

Fourth grade          

Strings, Chorus 

and Band Concert                      

June 9, at 

7:00PM               

Broadway Kids in an enrichment performance based 
activity where children experience the many skills and 
concepts needed to work collaboratively in the planning, 
development and the performance of presenting musical 
selections from Broadway shows. Broadway Musicals are 
a unique American experience and tradition of 
American culture. 

Developed initially by now retired teacher Dr. Farnham, Broadway Kids is 

a collaboration of the CET Music and Art programs. It also involves bring-

ing in parents as volunteers. Parents were asked to work with the students 

as they created the scenery for their individual musical. Each class was able 

to help draw and paint their own 4’ x 6 ‘stage flat. Thank you to all of 

our parent volunteers, and to the CET PTA for their support!!! 

Broadway Kids Program Cover Winners 
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Elementary School 

Library          

First Gr. Owl collage 

Our library learning centers offer students multiple opportunities to have hands-on, 
minds-on, inquiry based learning experiences. Whether building in the construction 
area and learning the art and science of building and social negotiation, or playing 
with fractions, puzzles, games, yarn, trains, or Hexbugs,  children are creating new 
synapses in their brain wiring. Students will draw upon these learning experiences 
not only in all academic areas, but in life itself. In the process of this play-
exploration, the mind is always posing questions and solving problems. We just   
finished the Origami Maker challenge. The last challenge this school year is Nature! 
Read more about it on the library website, http://librarycet.weebly.com Fourth 
Graders, in small groups, are working on their catapult projects to be presented to 
classmates in late May and June. Our third grade classes have finished studying  
inventors and how they invent. Our third graders then came up with inventions if 
their own! Second graders researched and created their own insects out of parts 
from three other insects. First graders researched animals and thought up habitats 
to meet that animal’s needs. In Kindergarten, I read paired texts and we compared 
and contrasted them. Earth Day has been an emphasis for all grades. The focus was 
on what students can do to help reduce, reuse and recycle. Kindergarten, first,   
second and third graders have also been practicing Booktalk for their next year’s 
grade. All library books are due back by June 1st!  
 
“Public libraries, through their summer reading programs, put books in the hands 
of children. This is the best antidote for the ‘summer slide’ in children’s reading 
achievement. Access to books and library programs over the summer results in 
more reading which, in turn, results in improved reading skills.” Assistant        
Commissioner for Libraries and New York's State Librarian Bernard A. Margolis  
 

Go to your local library and check out the summer reading program! 

P h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  n e w s  

S u z a n n e  l e s l i e  &  J u s t i n  d u c h i n  

Congratulations to           

our Fourth grade          

students as they move 

on to PVC!   

Tuesday,       

May 23                                                                                                                     

Please remember to have 

your child wear their 

sneakers and their     

Field Day t-shirt!                   

Also sunscreen, a hat 

and a water bottle with 

their name well marked 

will be a must! 

Most recently, students got an opportunity to participate in volleyball and striking  

activities. In volleyball students learned the forearm pass, overhead set, and the 

serve. They also learned modified gameplay. K-1 students got a chance to use our 

new lollipop sticks and balloons, which was a blast! We also implemented for the 

very first time here at CET a new program called “Drumming For Fitness”, where   

students learned teacher created routines using a variety of new and  classic songs. 

Students learned anywhere between 10-15 songs. It was an absolute blast and a big 

hit. A big shout out to the PTA for purchasing our fitness balls and getting our    

buckets donated. We could not have done it without them. During Circus Arts,      

children learned how to spin plates, juggle scarves, jump rope, building a cup stack 

and use small manipulatives. Older classes were able to stilt walk and use pogo 

sticks as well. Many children especially in the upper grades earned certificates for 

their successful endeavors in these areas. Coming up very soon is Field Day 2017. 

This year’s event will take place on Tuesday, May 23rd and the theme will be “Life is 

Good”. We have put together over 20 different activities, adding a few new ones for 

this year. We are very excited. Another thank you to the PTA for purchasing the        

t-shirts for our students for this wonderful day. Rain date will be Wednesday, May 

24th. With the weather getting nicer, we will be going outside for Physical    

Education classes so please have your child bring their sneakers and layers. To 

wrap up the 2016-2017 school year we will also be continuing the tradition of Gym 

City. As the weather  continues to get nicer, we hope to see more students enjoying 

the weather  outside and being active. We always look forward to hearing their     

stories about what they do after school and on weekends.  

http://librarycet.weebly.com/

