
  

Important 
Dates 

April 29 - Earth 
Day, Vassallo 
Park, 10 am - 3 pm 
 
May 4 - Experience 
Science Fair, 
CHHS,5:30 pm 

May 11 - 4th Grade 
"Broadway Kids" 
Parent 
Performance,7 pm 

May 15-17-
Incoming Kdgtn 
Screening 
appointment only 

May 16 - Budget 
Vote/School Board 
Member 
Election,6:00 am - 
9:00 pm 

May 
16 - Districtwide Art 

CET Newsletter April 21, 2017 

http://www.chufsd.org/schools/carrie_e_tompkins_es 

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

We had many famous people in the building on Friday! Former presidents 
like George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, and John Quincy Adams 
were here and two first ladies, Eleanor Roosevelt and Michelle Obama! 
Other historical figures like Ghandi, Malala Yousafzai, Rosa Parks and 
Queen Elizabeth visited CET as well.   Authors Roald Dahl and Tomie 
dePaolo and musicians Paul McCartney and Michael Jackson mingled 
among these famous people. Of course, we had a number of well-known 
athletes like Messi, Pele, Lou Gehrig, Serena Williams as well as Gabby 
Douglas, Simone Biles, and Aly Raisman, members of the USA Women’s 
gymnastics team. I met for the first time, Elon Musk, architect of the Tesla 
and Stan Lee, former president of Marvel Comics.  Gertrude Ederle, the 
first woman to swim the English Channel also stopped by CET for the first 
time!    So why were all of these well-known figures at CET? Our second 
grade held their annual Biography Museum today. Each student was 
required to read a biography of a well-known person of their choice and 
share aspects of the individual’s life through a poster board 
display.  Students dressed as their character and used props to indicate 
who they were impersonating. Kudos to our second graders (and their 
families) for the hard work they put into preparing for the Biography 
Museum. Their teachers and I are so proud of their efforts and their 
creativity! 

 In addition to preparing for the Biography Museum, second graders and 
their teachers welcomed tadpoles to their classrooms!  Each class 
received five bullfrog tadpoles that they will observe as they change from 
tadpole to frog.  The bullfrogs will eventually be released at Teatown Lake 
Reservation. 

 

http://www.chufsd.org/schools/carrie_e_tompkins_es
http://system10.k12alerts.com/track/link.asp?link=1&ecmp_id=21259&camp_id=22765&c_id=25850371&COMMON_ID=203864


Show 
Reception,6:30 pm 

May 29 - Memorial 
Day,  School 
closed 

***** 
 

Kindergarten and first grade students were pleasantly surprised to find out 
they were getting a chance to do fitness drumming during the physical 
education and music classes this week and next week.  Not surprising, 
they caught on very quickly. 

 I hope to “tweet” some pictures of all that has happened this 
week!  Please consider following us at #CETelementary. 

Enjoy the weekend! 

Warmly, 

Kelly 

  

  
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi   

Fidgets are self-regulation tools to help with focus, attention, and active 
listening. Fidgets for students in school have proven to provide both 
positive and negative results on learning.  Many fidget tools such as 
squishy balls, Silly Putty, fidget spinners and cubes, when used properly, 
can have noticeable benefits including increased memory, focus and 
creativity.  The problems occur when the fidgets are used as toys instead 
for tools.  Fidgets should be used in schools when they are recommended 
by a teacher in collaboration with a special service provider such as an 
Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist.  The students should have 
some input into the proper selection of the fidget tool and the students 
should receive proper instruction on how to effectively use the tool to 
improve their learning.  Clear parameters should be set in regard to when 
it is appropriate to use the fidget tool and ensure that it is not distracting 
or interfering with other students’ learning.  Parents are reminded that if a 
child is using a fidget as a toy and not a tool that it should remain at home 
just like all other toys.  The improper use of these new fidget cubes and 
spinners has proven to be very distracting for students in the 
classroom.  If you feel that your child would truly benefit from the use of a 
fidget tool in school, please consult their teacher for their input and 
guidelines on how the tool could be used in school. 

 

News From Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist 

Spring is Finally Here! 

You and your child have been stuck inside all winter long. It’s time to 
schedule play dates to have some fun in the nice weather! This can be 



hard, at times, with the rising interest surrounding indoor activities such as 
computers, television, and video games. Research suggests that outdoor 
play is a way to improve your child’s gross motor skills such as running, 
leaping, and, jumping. It is also excellent exercise and a way for your 
child to burn off some energy after working hard at school all day. 

Besides the physical benefits, playing outside also offers many 
social/emotional and cognitive benefits. Children are more likely to invent 
games when playing outside. As they do, they're able to express 
themselves and learn about the world in their own way. Inventing rules for 
games promotes an understanding of why rules are necessary. Although 
the children are only playing to have fun, they're learning: 

 Communication skills and vocabulary (as they invent, modify, and enforce 
rules) 

 Number relationships (as they keep score and count) 
 Social skills (as they learn to play together and cooperate) 

So as you think about these benefits, let’s explore some fun activities for 
you, your child, and a friend to do outside this spring that will enhance 
their creative thinking: 

 Nature walk 
 An obstacle course made out of outdoor items you may have around your 

house such as a garden hose, an old tire, or boxes 
 A nature listening activity, which allows for your child to have some quiet 

time 
 Playing music outside and letting your children dance 
 Using sidewalk chalk 

Lastly, make sure you have fun! 
 

  
 

CHEF'S Under the Stars 

The Croton Harmon Education Foundation is holding their biggest event 
of the year called CHEF's Under the Stars and is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 6th. It will help raise funds to bring coding to CET and support 
collaborative learning spaces at CHHS. The evening will be filled with 
music from Croton's own Annie DiRusso and samplings from many 
favorite local restaurants. Tickets can be purchased 
at http://crotonfoundation.org/new/ 
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