
Carrie E. Tompkins  
Elementary School SPECIALS AREAS Update 

Library          

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 
S u z a n n e  L e s l i e  &  J u s t i n  D u c h i n  

The CET Library is a 

place to learn,        

explore, invent, play, 

and build a love of 

books and reading. 

Each library class    

begins with booktalk, 

where students share 

specific components of 

books they read. This is 

scaffolded for each 

grade. Students then 

select and checkout 

their books. We end 

with center time, where 

students choose which 

center they want to 

explore. Centers rotate 

and change regularly, 

so there is always 

something new to try! 

Centers so far have  

included observing     

animals and bird nests, 

pop-up books, puzzles 

and games, drawing, 

coloring, coding with 

Ozobots on paper and 

iPads, exploring timers 

and stopwatches, the 

mini-orchestra music 

center, Magnatiles,  

Lincoln Logs, blocks, 

puppets, and the ever 

popular Lego center! 

That’s a lot of fun.            

Playing is learning!               

More information is 

available on the library 

website http://

librarycet.weebly.com/ 

 

 

 IMPORTANT:  Sneakers 
are required to participate 

in Physical Education 
(please remember to have 

your child pack their   
sneakers when they have 

class). 

First off, we’d like to say it is an absolute pleasure to be able to work with your children in 
our Physical Education classes. So far this Fall we have covered various units including 
soccer, running (cardiovascular endurance), locomotor skills and fitness. With soccer we 
worked on a lot of skill work to increase students’ eye/foot coordination. In preparation for 
the Harry Chapin Memorial “Run Against Hunger”, students in grades 2 - 4 spent two 
weeks on the track down at Spencer Field, building up their endurance for the run. Each 
day students had a lap goal to reach and some days they even used pedometers to track 
their steps. Students in Kindergarten and First participated in different tag games, worked 
on their locomotor skills, and even took a nature walk to see the track at our school. This 
year we had a such wonderful turnout for the Run Against Hunger and a beautiful day as 
well. As for our sneaker wall, it is filled with colorful sneakers that your children decorated 
and it is truly amazing. As a school we raised close to $500, which we are very proud 
of and want to thank our students! This year we will be adding some new elements 
to the CET Gymnasium for the week leading up to Halloween. There will be all sorts of      
Halloween activities for the children to do as they rotate through each station. After       
Halloween, we will begin our Adventure Education unit outdoors with grades 3 and 4 and 
we will be teaching grades K - 2 recess games outdoors. The Book Fair will be held       
November 4-10, which will leave us with half a gymnasium. With half a gymnasium,       
students will be participating in many team building/cooperative games. If the weather al-
lows us, we will still be trying to take the children outside. So please remember to send 
your child to school with a jacket/sweatshirt. We look forward to these upcoming units 
and having fun! 

In Kindergarten, we have been learning about fiction, nonfiction, the parts of a book, and 

sharing our favorite parts of the book using the pictures as resources.  Kindergartners are 

beginning the art of booktalk. For nonfiction, they need to know title, a fact, and something 

she/he still wonders and the title and favorite part for fiction.  Now they are listening to 

books on friendship and Fall. These help build knowledge of story structure as well as being a 

lot of fun. First Graders are masters at booktalk—teaching us new facts and expressing their 

wonder from nonfiction books, and sharing traits about favorite characters, as well as setting 

and favorite parts in fiction books. We are reading fiction, nonfiction and hearing tales about 

friendships and perseverance.  Second Graders have book talk and share information about 

their books with the class. So many students find good book recommendations through  

booktalk!  We have listened to tales of friendship and of critical thinking, creativity and     

perseverance. Third Graders continue booktalks. They, too, delve deeper into their books, 

supporting their thinking with evidence from the text.  Third grade students have started 

learning about different cultures. Students will explore how to use our online databases as 

well as print resources. Read-alouds so far have included critical thinking and inferring. 

Fourth Graders are continuing booktalk, remembering to support their thinking with text 

evidence and asking deeper questions about their books/topic. We have rediscovered the joy 

of picture books and how much we can learn and infer from them. Read-alouds have included 

critical thinking, perseverance and inferring. Throughout the year we will focus on the steps 

in the research process and citing sources. The first Monthly Maker Challenge was a great 

success! Students used their creativity and available resources (recycling) to make their dream 

playgrounds! The challenge for October/November is to make a toy. More information is 

available on the library website http://librarycet.weebly.com/ 

http://librarycet.weebly.com/
http://librarycet.weebly.com/
http://librarycet.weebly.com/
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ARTalk 
B r i e  L a f u e n t e  

 M u s i c            M a r l e n a  p e t e r s    

Attention CET Parents!  

You can find more in depth 

information on our programs 

from the CET website. Just 

click on  STAFF              

DIRECTORY, and then on 

our name. 

Friday,              
November 18 

8:45 AM             

Multipurpose room         

 

Second 
grade     

Concert 

 

Did You 

Hear      

That Sound?!  
 

Each class will sing 

and present a sound 

piece! 

Below are some examples of artwork created 

by CET Student Artists so far this year: 

FULL BODY SELF-PORTRAIT 

Kindergarten 

3rd Gr. 

NATURE/LEAF/FERN PRINTING 

4th Gr. 

A big THANK YOU! to the CET 

PTA for funding the 3rd & 4th Gr. 

Printmaking workshop with local 

artist Joe Mullins! And thank you 

Parent volunteers! 

GYOTAKU FISH PRINTING 

We have had a very busy, exciting start to the year in music! In kindergarten we have 
worked with a partner on a movement pattern and sang a hello song while moving to 
eight beats.  We sang Halloween songs and heard several Halloween stories while    
adding instruments.  We learned ta, ti-ti, ta ah and rest then started composing music 
using popsicle sticks! First grade began learning “Carnival of The Animals”, and listened 
to “The Royal March of the Lion”, “Hens & Roosters”, and “Mules”. We will sing songs, 
play instruments and use the Smart Board to study each animal all year.  We celebrated   
Halloween by singing songs, adding instrumental accompaniment and acting out stories. 
Second Grade has been singing songs in groups and as soloists, such as “The Telephone 
Song.” They have been practicing for their upcoming concert, “Did You Hear That 
Sound,” where every class will sing and present a sound piece. The Third grade has been 
learning to read all the notes on the music staff.  They learned to use their “hand staff” as 
a tool to remember the line and space notes.  Thanks to a grant from the PTA each Third 
grade student received their own recorder which we have learned the first three notes,  
B-A-G. In Fourth grade we have been singing, dancing and performing in class.  Each 
class presented in groups a creative way to introduce themselves to the class.  We had 
puppet shows, talk shows and game shows and many laughs. In celebration of Unity day 
we learned a song and dance that was specifically created to unite everyone with music 
and dance.  We spoke about working as a team, standing up for each other, random acts 
of kindness and paying it forward. These are all lessons I hope to instill throughout the 
entire year. 

1st Gr. 
COLORED PENCIL SELF-PORTRAIT 

2nd Gr. 

2nd Gr. 

WHAT I WANT TO BE 

WHEN I GROW UP    

SELF-PORTRAIT 


