
Carrie E. Tompkins  
Elementary School SPECIALS Update 

It is hard to believe that another 

school year is coming to an end. 

This year at CET we have been 

fortunate to experience a variety 

of musical activities for all of our 

CET students. Here is a brief 

recap of our year: Second grade 

presented their concert ‘There’s A 

Wolf at the Door”, where they 

acted, sang and danced. In 

collaboration with Mrs. Heckler, 

our Third grade students showed 

us “Ecuador, the Middle East, 

and Italy through Art, Music, and 

Poetry” teaching us about other 

cultures, demonstrating songs, 

dances and folk tales from other 

cultures, while our Fourth Grade 

impressed us with a 

Broadway Kids experience! 

Bash the Trash returned 

this year to work with the Second 

grade on building instruments 

from recycled materials and 

presented an assembly on 

instruments created solely with 

recycled materials. Our First 

grade brought us “Awesome 

Animals” and the Kindergarteners 

rocked the stage with 

“Kindergarten Rocks”. Coming 

up, the Third Grade students will 

receive a “hands on” instrument 

experience with Ms. Sable to help 

decide what instrument to take in 

fourth grade. Our Fourth Grade 

Chorus, Band and Strings will 

perform our Spring Concert for 

parents on June 8, at 7:00PM. 

We have used technology to 

create and learn music, sang 

songs, played instruments and 

danced, and our Fourth Grade is 

preparing for their last 

“performance” at CET, the 

Moving-Up Ceremony which will 

take place on June 22 at 10 AM. 

The Arts are such an important 

part of our children’s education 

and I feel very lucky to be in a 

district that supports it in such 

strong ways. The CET PTA has 

been monumental in funding 

almost every program listed 

above, THANK YOU!  Our 

children’s musical education has 

been enriched because of it.          

I hope you all have a relaxing 

musical summer! 

Two of our biggest events in Physical Education are in 
the Spring. We enjoyed a full day of fun playing at 
our CET Field Day! The weather cooperated as 
children traveled all over campus participating in 
various activities. Stations were mainly run by 
support staff as children ran in relays races, played 
cooperative games, shook our parachute, played in 
the Michael Colombini Memorial Adventure Course, 
pulled a tug of war rope, and tossed water balloons.  
Older grades were able to play some competitive 
games such as “Capture the Flag” and “Kickball” as 
well as receiving some Tennis instruction from our 
Board Member and Croton Tennis Coach, Patrice 
Davidson and fellow coach, Joe Paterno. Thanks to 
them for their time and expertise! Our PTA provided 
slices of yummy watermelon for the class morning 
breaks and at 2:00 pm, our entire school met at the 
picnic tables to also enjoy Popsicles. Special thanks to 
Katie Gesue for designing our Field Day t-shirts and 
making sure the food was there. And thanks to Kerri 

Bianchi for helping to organize schedules 
and people. Thanks also go to all the 
Custodial staff under Brian Rizzo’s 

direction and to our secretaries and nurses for all 
their efforts.  And we always thank Mrs. Maloney! As 
we begin school in September, the question asked 
over and over again is, “When is Gym City?” The 
reply is always “In June”. Spring arrives and the 
question starts popping up more often, “When is 
Gym City”?  Now the response becomes, “Is it June 1 
yet?” Finally as June 1 rolls onto our calendars, Gym 
City goes into full swing! Children are busy driving 
thru our mini Croton village as well as performing the 
tasks of Community members.  Students become 
Police Officers, Ambulance Drivers, Doctors, Tow 
Truck Drivers, Croton Diner personnel and 
Construction Workers.  As one class performs their 
community duties, our other class drives around Mini 
Croton with their license in hand.  They learn to 
follow arrows in the road and obey the traffic signs as 
well as listen to Community people. Gym City is a 
wonderful learning experience for our CET Kids!  
We hope all of our kids have a great summer! 

 

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 
R o b i n  C o o k e  &  G e o r g e  C a s t e l l i   

  M u s i c      
M a r l e n a  p e t e r s  

June 22             

10 AM           

Fourth Grade     
Moving-Up         
Ceremony 

Congratulations to 

Mrs. Heckler,    

Mrs. Cooke &              

Mr. Castelli on 

their retirement!            

You are not leaving 

us empty handed, 

You have already 

given us a lot. 

You have           

empowered us 

With all that you 

have taught. 

It is time for you to 

enjoy the fruits 

Of working hard for 

so many years, 

We wish you hearty 

congratulations 

As your retirement 

day nears! 



  

Kindergarteners are now proficient booktalkers 

and manage all library routines with the panache of 

first graders. They have now had a chance to 

practice first grade booktalk. They are looking 

forward to checking out TWO books in first 

grade! We spent time studying ladybugs and 

discussing nonfiction features like table of 

contents, photographs, labels and index. First 

graders are finishing their Cinderella-around-the-

World unit. They can now identify different 

features of this folktale that truly circles the globe.  

We have also been practicing for second grade 

booktalk with partners for booktalk instead of 

whole group booktalk. Ask your child about “wild 

card math” for finding book partners. K & 1: An 

unexpected and wonderful treat were visits to 

some kindergarten and first grade library classes by 

members of our sign language club. These 

energetic young folks read and signed stories and 

taught their listeners signs for letters, colors, 

seasons, and feelings. Thanks to Mrs. Fico and her 

“Sign Language Ninjas!” Second graders are 

completing a fascinating unit on frogs---our 

favorite book is by noted photographer, Nic 

Bishop. We are also reading a “cause and effect” 

book about deformed frogs and are learning about 

the roles of observation, hypothesis, theory, and 

conclusion.  They have practiced for third grade 

booktalk with new booktalk sheets. 4th Grade 

Research: Our research unit takes the entire year 

and progresses through multiple stages. We begin 

with a book that is a perfect example for our five 

steps of research:  Walk On, A Guide for Babies of 

All Ages. We played observation games and 

research question games. Four “time travelers” 

visited to share their life stories. They were: Maria 

Merian, Mary Anning, George Washington Carver 

and Wilson Bentley. Each faced life challenges and 

changed the paradigm of science in their time. We 

concluded with a study of actual hybrid creatures. 

Students then worked in small groups to create 

their own imaginary hybrid creatures, create 

posters of their animals which include all features 

of their creature, i.e. habitat, life cycle, etc.. and 

then present their creature to their class. Posters 

and photographs of the presentations will be on 

display in the hallway outside the library. Many of 

you know I am retiring. Thank you to all my 

Croton students and parents, past and present, for 

ten glorious years. I leave with a heart full of joy 

and love for the children who have daily enriched 

my life. 
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Congratulations to           

our Fourth grade      

students as they move 

on to PVC!   

Library Notes  w i t h  M e l i s s a  H e c k l E R   

ARTalk 
B r i e n n e  L a f u e n t e  

Attention CET Parents!       

You can find more in depth   
information on our programs 

from the CET website. Just click 
on the Staff Directory link: blue 

tab on left- site navigation. 

Don’t forget to sign up 

your children for summer 

reading at your            

local library!  

Bonus:   Research 

shows that children who 

participate in summer 

reading programs at the 

library maintain their 

reading levels!! 

A selection of art   
projects created       

this year: 

Owl collage 

Second Gr. 

Third Gr. 

Fourth Gr. 

Kindergarten 

First Gr. 


