
Carrie E. Tompkins  
Elementary School SPECIALS Update 

Amazing things have been 
happening in music! Our 
Kindergarten classes 
continue to work on ta’s and ti
-ti’s and playing the percussion 
instruments.  We have 
composed using Popsicle sticks, 
white boards and now each 
child wrote their own rhythmic 
patterns. We are hard at work 
preparing our concert 
KINDERGARTEN ROCKS, 
singing about the many things 
they learn in Kindergarten. 
First grade continues with 
Carnival of the Animals; 
learning various animal songs 
and games. We continue to 
move around the room and 
use percussion instruments to 
accompany our songs. They are 

preparing for their concert, 
AWESOME ANIMALS where 
each class will present an 

animal poem and everyone 
will sing fun animal songs. 
Music is a universal language 
and the Second grade is busy 
composing songs first, making 
up their own language then 
using traditional music 
notation. Each child worked in 
a group to compose a rhythmic 
piece using pictures as notes 
and then used Power Point for 
their final copy. They 
performed their pieces on non-
traditional instruments (objects 
found in the room). Next they 
will compose on staff paper 
and use Music Time Deluxe to 
print their final copy. “Ecuador, 
The Middle East and Italy 
through Art Music and Poetry, 
” was the theme of the Third 

grade concert this year. 
Collaborating with Mrs. 
Heckler in Library and the 
third grade team, each third 
grade class researched their 
region, made posters, sang, 
performed a dance and taught 
us a about their country. They 
have been preparing since 
December and did a 
phenomenal job! Our Fourth 
grade worked hard creating 
original compositions.  Each 
student worked with a partner 
to create a song following ABA 
form and then used Music Time 
deluxe computer software to 
perform it. Ask your child to 
see their class song book! We 
are beginning to practice for 
Broadway Kids, save the 
date, May 4, 2016 at 
7:00PM!  

  M u s i c      
M a r l e n a  p e t e r s  

Library Notes  w i t h  M e l i s s a  H e c k l E R   

Cultural Proficiency in Library: K-3rd graders watched age appropriate character education movies cre-
ated by the Fred Rogers Family Communication Company. The kindergarten movie, Sticks and Stones, 
focused on name calling. Three strategies students learned to deal with name calling are: Ignore, use 
strong words, and if the first two don’t work, get help from an upstander (i.e. a friend, an older student 
or grownup). (And yes, I’ve been playing the part of the mean, name calling kid!) Cinderella and Me, 
launched our Cinderella around the world unit. We discussed how to be fair when choosing a part in 
pretend play. Second graders viewed Proud to be Me, a movie that examines the importance of culture 
in all our lives. Students shared elements of their own cultures, including languages they speak, where 
their parents/grandparents come from, the holidays they observe and things their families do together. 
Tug of War, for third graders, examines the question of how we choose and manage friendships. Third 
graders had lively discussions about how they choose their friends and what values they seek in a 
friendship. As one child put it, “I like having friends who are different; it makes things more interest-
ing.” Kindergartners travelled to South Africa for much of January, reading Niki Daly’s fine books about 
a little girl named Jamela. First graders celebrated Tet, the Vietnamese New Year! We read about Vi-
etnam, read a book featuring a young Vietnamese girl, and each child wrote a wish for another child 
(names chosen at random). Third graders spent a large part of January and February working on their 
country projects for their concert, “Italy, the Middle East, and Ecuador though music and poetry.” Dur-
ing a pause in our 4th grade research curriculum, they watched Play Ball and word on the Wall, movies 
which explore the impact of stereotyping. We discussed how all of our time traveling researchers faced 
stereotyping. 4th graders just performed their creative writing response to their favorite researcher.  
Working alone or in small groups, they created poems, raps, songs, t.v. interviews, letters or reports 
that were shared with their whole class. They were required to include an opinion and three facts from 
the research.  Ask them about our four time travelers! We will begin our unit on hybrid animals that 
will lead to them making their own hybrid animals. 

Parents! Please, 

please, please, pack 

library books in 

plastic bags if your 

child carries a    

water bottle! 

Broadway 

Kids, save 

the date, 

May 4, 2016 

at 7:00PM!  

The                

Kindergarten                

Musical Concert 

Parent                

Performance  

will be on                

March 18, 2016   

in the                

multi-purpose 

room at 8:45AM 

Selections from the 

following musicals:     

Shrek          

Grease                  

Addams Family    
Rock of Ages               

The Wedding Singer 

Hairspray 
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 PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 
R o b i n  C o o k e  &  G e o r g e  C a s t e l l i   

ART 
B r i e n n e  L a f u e n t e  

 

IMPORTANT:                 
Sneakers are required to partici-

pate in Physical Education               
(please remember to have your 
child pack their sneakers when 

they have class). 

Kindergarten 

Fourth Gr. 

First Gr. Owl collage 

Second Gr. Pacific Northwest Native Amer. Thunderbirds 

Third Gr. 

Pop Sickle Houses 

First Gr. Hands Designed with Lines 

Masks inspired 

by Africa & 

Ecuador 

Weaving 

inspired 

by the 

Navajo 

Native 

Amer. 

Thank you to our Fourth 

grade presenters who vol-

unteered their time during 

our Specials Area Showcase 

Night! Four th graders 

demonstrated activities in 

Art, Library, Music and 

Physical Education to CET 

parents on Feb. 10, 2016. 

Physical Education has been filled with cooperative activities during these cold months. We 

have continued with throwing and catching skills during many units. We played “Snowball Ma-

nia” with snowballs (yarn balls) and knocked down snowmen (pins). Children worked in groups 

to hide their snowmen behind forts (mats) so they would not be found! There was class team 

building as they had to work together to succeed! During Circus Arts, children learned how to 

spin plates, juggle scarves, hula hoop, jump rope and use small manipulatives. Older classes 

were able to stilt walk and use pogo sticks as well.  Many children especially in the upper 

grades earned certificates for their successful endeavors in these areas. Gymnastics was a 

fun unit with children tumbling, walking on the Balance Beam, climbing and swinging on ropes. 

The primary grades did many animal walks on the mats as well as forward rolls on the cheese 

(an inclined mat). Upper grades were able traverse across the Rock Wall with a spotter behind 

them as they climbed. We begin each class with 4 exercises that every grade level performs. 

We switch leaders monthly so each child will get a chance to start an exercise. We incorpo-

rated more exercise into our Fitness unit. The children in all grades used weights (plastic 

doughnuts) to do their curl-ups. They enjoyed doing their exercises because the unusual 

weights were fun to use! We had small bars the children used to do their push-ups on as well. 

Recreation had a multitude of stations to explore lifetime activities such as Bowling, Bocce 

Ball, Croquet, Golf as well as Dance. The following week we switched to recreational games 

that children can play in their own yards. We learned how to play Hopscotch, Box Ball, Four 

Square, Table Tennis and Step Aerobics. We included a Yoga Station as our students 

worked quietly on poses and relaxation! We are beginning Basketball so the children will be 

learning ball handling skills while we dribble in the gymnasium.  All grades will be able to shoot 

a basket and score points with our lower baskets. No one leaves the gym without making a 

basket no matter how tall they are. We are looking forward to spring and going outside. Field 

Day is just around the corner! 

Save the date:                  

District Wide Art Show 

May 17, 18 & 19                   

9 AM-3 PM at CHHS             

Reception on                 

Tuesday, May 17, 6 :30PM 


