
 
 

Health and Safety Committee Meeting 
February 16, 2017 

 
 
Members Present: Jennifer Moore, Laurie Payne, Phyllis Cobb, Kaylynn Hayes, Susan Cerrato, 
Lindsay Mergens, Paul Gibbons, Tom Cunningham, Kelly Maloney, Barbara Ulm 
 
Others Present:  Mrs. Sur (parent), Patrice Davidson, Josh Diamond, Diane Chaissan 
 
Meeting began at 3:35 pm 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from December 1, 2016 
a. Amend-walk-through conducted with School Physician not Medical Director 
b. (8 Yes, 0 No) 

2.  Old Business: 
Teacher survey-Last meeting it was suggested that we conduct a teacher survey at CET. 
Purpose of survey would focus on room conditions. Lindsay reported that there is parent 
concern with the timeline for construction thus the request for a survey.  Paul explained a 
very extensive interview process that occurred two years ago; majority of staff members 
were interviewed by medical doctors. Is there an ongoing problem that we need to 
address? It was asked how teachers currently bring up a room concern (they inform 
custodian).   Lindsay shared a draft survey.  Do we see a need for a teacher survey at 
CET? (1 Yes, 8 No) 
 
Reason for survey would help address communication issue-need to show the 
community that we are taking steps to address parent concerns; There is a perception 
that Health and Safety Committee has not shared anything with the public even though 
there are meeting minutes on the website. Petition was distributed earlier this year with 
approximately 100 signatures.  
 
Suggestion: put out a Q/A, let them know nurses track trends in illness, let them know 
construction is in two phases and why there is a delay in construction,  
There was a comment that the District website is difficult to navigate; parents aren’t 
going to this source for info; need more direct communication from committee, consider 
K12 alert to update parents of work. Lindsay drafted letter to parents-Josh and Patrice 
will share with BOE communications committee and then with Syntax to send out 
Should we send out Communication re: ventilation status district-wide? (9 Yes, 0 No) 
 
Should we test again for CO2?  (0 Yes, 8 No, 1 abstained) Paul has asked other school 
facility directors if they do CO2 testing. Todd Crawford from NYS Department of Health 
did not recommend additional  CO2 testing when we spoke with him in December 2016.  



Josh shared that he felt there was some confusion in the public regarding carbon 
monoxide monitors vs CO2 testing.  
Suggestion: Remind faculty that if they have a concern with their classroom environment 
they should notify head custodian.  
Suggestion: Educate staff on how univent works; remind them not to block univents 

 
Construction update-district in contract with KSQ Design (architects) and Barone 
Construction (construction management firm), site surveys have started in all buildings, 
architectural team has also gone to all the buildings looking at duct paths and all existing 
conditions.  Four year project-looking to make it a three year project (trying to accelerate 
where possible) Two approval phases (architectural, mechanical, plumbing, heating, 
structural) 
 
Proposed Timeline: 
SED July 2017-review takes approximately 6 months 
Early 2018 bid project  
Summer 2018-begin construction (anticipated) lead times for equipment unknown 
 

3. New Business: 
a. Unit Ventilator-Paul explained the preventive maintenance schedule.  Unit 

ventilator serviced twice a year, preventive maintenance was performed in 
checklist was completed for all items in the 2016. Winter break semi-annual 
Clean Air Quality Services(third party) performs HVAC maintenance, some minor 
maintenance is done in-house 

b. Nurses’ report 
i. CHHS reports a spike in absenteeism (flu, GI, ,,,) this matches what is 

seen in community  
ii. Changes in screening for 2017-18; grades might change that need to 

have physicals, scoliosis screening be required in grades 5 and 7 for 
females, and once in grade 9 for males 

iii. Policy regarding use of epi pens (March 2017) 
iv. New BOE policy on student health services and opium treatment and 

prevention 
v. PVC reported that illness rate has slowly declined 
vi. CET reported that January there was a surge of GI, strep, and flu; sent 

out K12 to parents to remind them to keep child home for 24 hours if they 
had fever or vomiting 

c. Building report 
i. CET-all good 
ii. PVC-good; removed rugs and use alternate flooring for seating 

(something like Yoga mats) 
iii. CHHS- 



d. Complaint update-28 similar complaints regarding timeline of construction at CET 
and ventilation;  complaint about lack of AC; request for specific plans for 
improving ventilation; one of the complaints was a FOIL request; complaint 
regarding parking and lunch program was made; Paul and Tom respond to 
complaints. 

e. Other- 
Recommended that the committee meet again to discuss the results of the follow 
up communication. Date to be determined.  
Charge of committee is to review complaints and to discuss construction. Are we 
happy with this charge? 
Should we recommend to the BOE that there be a change to the policy to include 
student rep on this committee? (8 Yes, 0 No)  Recommendation that there be 2 
possibly 3 student reps.  
Four unfilled positions on this committee (no teacher reps from CET and PVC, no 
rep from transportation, no community member rep) 
Pedestrian safety-student hit by car outside CHHS recently; is this something that 
should be a part of the committee’s charge? Who is responsible for teaching 
pedestrian safety? Possible next topic.  
Concern with student drivers.  
Concern with CET Ventilation report done by Damiano Barile-an inaccuracy was 
pointed out  

 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:28 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Kelly Maloney 


