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Illuminating
the Future:

Published for the residents of the Croton-Harmon School District

This issue of Reflections delves into some of the exciting initiatives that our students are working
on every day in the Croton-Harmon Schools. Building upon programs both new and established,
our educators take pride in guiding students through dynamic learning experiences that allow
them to both challenge themselves and light the path toward successful future endeavors.

Real-W rld Learning
Excites Students

Step into a classroom at Carrie E.
Tompkins Elementary School, Pierre
Van Cortlandt Middle School or CrotonHarmon High School and you might be
surprised at what you see.
Rather than rows of students sitting at
desks, it’s not unusual to find small groups
working together to code a robot, rolling
moveable furniture across the room to
deliver parts of a discarded computer to a
peer or fine-tuning the audio of the latest
television production. All of these scenes
demonstrate skills that the students are
developing to help them become successful
college students and professionals later in
life.
“These types of real-world learning
experiences allow students to take
charge of their own learning,” said
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edward
R. Fuhrman Jr. “These opportunities are
directly related to our district’s mission
and vision.”
Creative Problem-Solving at
CET

CET students are finding themselves
building, problem-solving and creating
in the library. Teacher librarian Renoir

McManus sets up various centers
for students to explore. They choose
between creating origami using written
instructions, building with hexbugs and
Duplos or coding with Ozobots.
“The benefit of this is the students get
to play with what works for them that
day,” she said. “And you often see them
help each other. We want them to develop
problem-solving, communication and
collaborative skills that they will use in
middle and high school.”
Allowing CET students to become
comfortable with taking charge of their
time and familiarizing themselves with
these types of activities helps prepare
them to take full advantage of the new
Innovation and Design Lab at PVC.
Innovation Headlines at PVC

Indeed, the “Inde” lab, as it is called at
the middle school, is often full of students
working on a variety of projects, some
unrelated to school assignments. At the
beginning of March, several students were
building sets and props for the spring
musical, “The Music Man,” while others
sorted through donated items ranging
from zippers to fabric to circuit boards to

add to their latest innovation.
This space, according to Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Deborah O’Connell,
truly allows students to explore the
creative problem-solving process in an
energetic and supportive environment.
“It’s fun to make stuff and there’s a lot
of materials you can use to make whatever
you want,” said Annika Murphy, a sixthgrade student.
Those materials, said Catherine
Brennan, who oversees the lab, are
provided via donations.

continued on page 2...

“These types of real-world learning
experiences allow students to take
charge of their own learning,”
- Dr. Edward R. Fuhrman Jr.,
Superintendent of Schools

For more news about our schools, check out the district homepage at www.chufsd.org.
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High Schoolers Take Charge

Croton-Harmon High School students
step beyond the walls of the school
during the last 10 weeks of their senior
year to participate in the CHOOSE
program – an internship opportunity
designed with the belief that the school
has an obligation to educate students
to become adults who are independent,
problem-solvers, lifelong learners and
productive and caring members of the
global community.
“Some kids study something

deliberately not what they want to study
in college, while others opt for something
along their tentative career plans,” said
teacher Daniel Delaney, who oversees
the program. “It is probably the most
personal experience that the students have
at CHHS.”
Students are challenged through
CHOOSE to connect with realworld professionals and participate in
internships that expose them to the skills
needed and challenges presented in a
professional work environment. It is
through this same philosophy that the
school recently opened its own television
studio, where students are responsible for
creating their own productions. A group
of five current seniors, involved in the
video production program since ninth
grade, have embraced the space and are
now teaching juniors how it functions.
“The class allows students to create
their vision as they see it…all while
incorporating what they learned,” said
video production teacher Michael
Weinstein.

For senior Zohra Shaukat, the studio
offered her invaluable experience that she
plans to expand upon graduation through
film studies in college and other related
internships.
“It gave me a better sense of what
the ‘real world’ is like with frequent
deadlines, feedback from higher-ups and
having to work closely with peers,” she
said. “We learn to work with professional
equipment and see beyond the skills of
basic moviemaking.”
Classmate Audrey Maxwell added,
“These experiences are truly priceless
as they are not offered in a traditional
classroom setting. The business skills
I’ve acquired through this program are
unattainable through teaching – they
have to be learned through hands-on
experience.”

Progress for Task Force
Addressing Prominent Issues in Society

The district’s Task Force Addressing
Prominent Issues in Society continues
to work behind-the-scenes to bring
relevant opportunities for community
members to come together this
school year.
“It is up to us, as a community,
to maintain a culture focused on
the prevention of assault, bullying
and harassment,” said Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Deborah
O’Connell. “A contribution to these
efforts has been the formation of
a special task force, comprised of
students, faculty and parents to
broaden educational opportunities to
address these societal issues.”

The task force hosted a panel
discussion with eight experts on Jan.
18, where topics ranged from consent
to the programs and resources
offered for students’ social-emotional
and mental well-being within the
district.
On March 9, the task force, along
with the Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle
School Advisory Committee, hosted a
special screening of “Screenagers,” a
film about the impact of the digital
age on children.
Later in the month, the task force
hosted a Parents Talk that featured
speakers from My Sisters’ Place, a
Westchester-based organization

that works to combat the effects of
domestic violence throughout the
county. The presentation, “Talking
with Teens Openly about Consent,
Sex and Healthy Relationships”
helped parents develop a stronger
understanding about what consent
means, how to communicate it with
their children, recognize tools that
are accessible to youths for difficult
conversations and increase their
knowledge of teen dating abuse.
The information and feedback
garnered at these task force events
will help shape future discussions
within the Croton-Harmon school
community.

Fractions
Pictured above is fourth-grader Joe Rado, who made posters as part of the
Stop Food Waste Task Force’s efforts.

CET Students

Tackle
Food Waste

When fourth-grade
student Spencer Heath
noticed his classmates
throwing away untouched
food at lunchtime, he
brought his concerns to
Principal Kelly Maloney.
“A lot of people don’t
have food, so we shouldn’t
be throwing it away,” said
Heath, who worked with
Maloney to form a student
task force to tackle the
issue. “Throwing away food
is wasting hard work and
money.”
Within a matter of days,
more than 50 Carrie E.
Tompkins Elementary School
second- through fourthgraders signed up to join
the task force. The group
came together for its first
meeting on Jan. 20. Led by
Maloney and Heath, the
group discussed some of the
ways to help curtail food
waste – such as by allowing
students to decline carrot
sticks if they won’t eat them
on chicken finger days and
by discussing with their
parents which foods they do
not have time to eat during
the school day.

Heath also noted
legislative efforts that
have been made to curtail
food waste, including a
recent French law that
prohibits supermarkets from
throwing away unsold food.
In the following weeks,
task force members
identified the roles they
would like to take on
to help spread the word
amongst their peers. Roles
discussed included poster
makers who can create
attractive literature to
display around the school
about minimizing food
waste, researchers who
can look up information
about how food is made,
ambassadors who can speak
with classes about the task
force’s goals, performers
and presenters who can
write materials for a
schoolwide assembly and/or
skit and observers to keep
an eye on food waste in the
lunchroom.
Students have already
started creating posters,
skits and even an animated
Powtoon to spread the
message.

Fun

Pierre Van Cortlandt
Middle School’s cafeteria
was filled with country fair
games – including a ring
toss, pie throwing, potato
sack races, mini golf and
more for the Fraction Fair.
The annual event, hosted
by sixth-grade students,
was in full effect, with their
parents and fifth-graders
enjoying the games and
learning about fractions.
The students, working
independently or in pairs,
developed their own games
and multiple levels of
problems for their peers to
solve. Skills taught during
the fair included adding,
subtracting, multiplying and
dividing fractions, working
with prime and composite
numbers and other
educational math challenges.
Students Nicholas Godek
and Max Henley challenged
fair guests to a beanbag
tossing game.
“When you get a beanbag
in an easier hole, you get

a harder question,” said
Nicholas.
The sixth-graders were
inspired by past students’
Fraction Fair games and
remembered some of the
things they learned that
helped them understand the
difficult topic more easily
once they entered sixthgrade.
“Students are given a
choice about how they can
demonstrate their learning,”
said PVC Assistant Principal
Michael Plotkin. “That’s
where the real learning
happens because they begin
to realize where they are
falling short and what they
have to do.”
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Wrestling Team Wins
League Title,
Sportsmanship Award
Croton-Harmon High School’s
varsity wrestling team ended the
regular season on a strong note,
winning the league title.
“We concluded our season with a
six-match winning streak,” said coach
Sam Occhipinti, who added the team
won eight of its last nine dual meets.
“This was a total team effort where
everyone stepped up to achieve our top
team goal of the season.”

Occhipinti noted
that in addition to being successful
on the mat, he is proud of the team’s
efforts outside of training as well.
“They volunteered to assist in the
annual blood drive at CHHS in
December, and refused community
service hours,” he said. “The team
members also strive to be good
students in the classroom as well.”
Additionally, at the Edgemont

Important Budget Dates
The Croton-Harmon Board of Education, along
with district administrators, are in the process
of developing the district’s 2017-18 academic
year budget. Community input is welcome at
any time during the budget planning process.
Here are some upcoming important dates:

Thursday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m.
CHHS Community Room:
Board adoption of the budget

Thursday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m.
CHHS Community Room:
Public hearing of the budget

Tuesday, May 16
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
CHHS: Public vote on the budget
and election of trustees

Invitational Wrestling Tournament,
the team received the prestigious Erik
B. Cantor Sportsmanship Award for
its outstanding conduct during the
tournament.
“To me,” said Occhipinti, “this
award was more important than any
other trophy, as it was a reflection of
our team’s character as individuals, as
well as successful wrestlers.”

Inviting All Seniors…
The Croton-Harmon School District values our
seniors! All senior citizens are invited to take advantage
of the CHUFSD “Gold Pass,” which provides the
holder with complimentary entrance to all school
concerts, plays and athletic events.
Pick up your Gold Pass at the District Office
(10 Gerstein St. Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520).

