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A FORWARD PATH: This edition of Reflections offers a

taste of how the Croton-Harmon School District is propelling forward
into the future. Our students are constantly engaging in new initiatives,
and the community continues to be an integral part of shaping the
coming years in our schools.

Sparks Builders

Pilot Engineering Seminar

A pilot engineering course at Croton-Harmon High
School is offering students, who are considering engineering
as a career, the opportunity to further pursue their interests
and develop their skills. Offered after school, the course
is taught by Zhanna Glazenburg to a group of highly
motivated students.
“The main objective of this broad survey-based
course is to provide students with an introduction to
various engineering disciplines, examples of tools and
techniques used by each discipline,
and engineering practices,”
Glazenburg said.
Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Deborah O’Connell
said the information gleaned
from district pilot programs
such as the engineering seminar
will be used to build future
programs.
The course is designed around
activities and projects rather
than lectures and
tests. It focuses on

providing students with opportunities to develop teamwork,
problem-solving and design skills. Additionally, students are
learning how to plan and manage long-term engineering
and design-focused projects.
“I want my students to see that all of the manmade
objects are engineered and therefore can be re-engineered to
serve us better,” Glazenburg said. “I hope the students will
walk away from the course empowered to build, create and
tinker with objects in their lives. I hope it will give them the
confidence to be the designers and engineers of the spaces
and things they use on a daily basis and literally build things
they need.”
During the first part of the course, the students
learned about 3-D modeling and design. Equipped with
a conceptual understanding, each student was allowed
to choose his or her own project and create a 3-D model
for it using a 3-D printer. One project aimed to build an
inexpensive, customizable spoiler for a racing car, while
another aimed to create a universal headphone case able to
hold any earbud-style headphones. Another student, who
recognized the fact that music sheets often come larger than
a stand, developed a prototype for a portable music stand
extension.
“I am very impressed with how sophisticated some
of the projects got and how socially aware and creative our
students are,” Glazenburg said. “They are able to identify
real needs and design very creative solutions to address
those needs.”

For more news about our schools, check out the district homepage at www.chufsd.org.

Fourth-Graders

Say ‘Oui’
to French Pilot
Fourth-grade students at
Carrie E. Tompkins Elementary
School are getting a head start
on learning a second language
through a pilot French program
this year.
“The purpose is to begin
world language instruction
at an earlier age,” said CET
Principal Kelly Maloney.
Croton-Harmon High School
French teacher Alison Rhoades
has been working with CET
students once every six days
since the beginning of the

school year, introducing them
to the language basics through
30-minute lessons.
“Since the beginning, I’ve
tried to impress upon [the
students] the relationships
between languages, the
families that different
languages belong to and the
value of being familiar with as
many languages as possible,”
said Rhoades. “They are eager
to learn and curious about
the world around them. They
are also very observant, learn

I’ve tried to impress upon
[the students] the relationships
between languages, the families that
different languages belong to and
the value of being familiar with as
many languages as possible.”

quickly and are generally not
too afraid to make mistakes.
All of these qualities make
this age or younger a great
audience for language
introduction.”
Added Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Deborah
O’Connell, “The students
have also begun discussing
their three options for
language classes at Pierre Van
Cortlandt Middle School next
year — French, Spanish and
Mandarin.”

PVC Students Educate on

Digital Citizenship
Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School
students shared their knowledge
about safely navigating the Internet
during the school’s first Film Festival
on March 2. The special event had
a theme of digital citizenship and
featured a showing of nine student
films, a poster board presentation
and a panel discussion about the use
of technology and how students can
make good choices online.
“We designed the film festival
to bridge the digital divide between
parents and children when it comes
to digital citizenship,” said media
literacy teacher Johanna Mustacchi.
“We wanted to focus on issues like
cyberbullying, online predators,
scams, copyright law, piracy and even
sexting. What I hope everyone got
out of this festival was an experience
and exposure to quite a lot of issues
that they may not have been seriously
thinking about up until this point.”
Students who created films on
cyberbullying said they wanted to
educate their fellow classmates about
it and discuss ways of preventing it.
“My favorite part of making the
movie was going to my friend’s house
every day to film parts of it,” said sixthgrader Faith, who created the film
“Cyber” with her group. “Even though

we were talking about a serious
subject, it was still fun to do because
then I could educate my fellow
classmates in an okay way. It wasn’t
something that would make you feel
really sad.”
Although the student-filmmakers
were given guidelines for their films,
they were also given the opportunity
to use their creativity and decide what
story to tell and how to film their own
movies.
“We were really impressed with
what they submitted,” Mustacchi said.
“This was all done on their own time
and it was a wonderful opportunity for
them.”
Director of Technology Deborah
August said the film festival provided
an opportunity to teach students how
to be the next generation of positive
digital learners.
“The film festival brought it home
to them,” August said. “They got
to work on a project and embrace
it — something that was fun and
rewarding. They know to their core,
because they did the research and
cited their sources, what good digital
citizenship encompasses. Our film
festival is about making good choices
online, always, forever, for the rest of
our lives.”
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Scholarship News

All applications for the Louis B.
ually
Drinkwine Scholarship, granted ann
to
by the Croton Teachers Association
ni
Croton-Harmon High School alum
r
who have completed one semeste
l
ncia
fina
e
trat
of college and demons
need, must be submitted to the high
their
school by June 12. Applicants and
ts of
parents/guardians must be residen
at
the Croton-Harmon School District
s are
the time of submission. Application
Office.
available at the CHHS Guidance

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Important Budget Dates

and administration
Croton-Harmon’s Board of Education
district’s 2016-17
are in the process of developing the
at any time during
e
budget. Community input is welcom
some upcoming
the budget planning process. Here are
important budget dates:

THURSDAY, April 7 at 7:30 p.mn.

CHHS Community Room: Board adoptio
of the budget

THURSDAY, May 5 at 7:30 p.m.

CHHS Community Room: Public hearing
of the budget

9 p.m.
TUESDAY, May 17 from 6 a.m. to
and

Senior Citizen
Gold Pass
The Croton-Harm
on School District
values the seniors in
the community
and invites them to
take advantage of
the Gold Pass. The
pass, available at
the district office, gi
ves senior citizens
complimentary entra
nce to all school
plays, concerts and
athletic events.

District Volunteer Program
Gains Traction
The Croton-Ha

rmon School Volunteer Pro
gram is picking up
momentum as parents and
community members are
signing
up to share their expertise
and guidance at all three sch
ools.
Volunteers have always bee
n an important and valuab
le
asset in Croton-Harmon’s
schools, and this new progra
m
allows community memb
ers to commit to being dire
ctly
involved in our students’ edu
cational process. Volunteer
positions range from tutorin
g and mentoring students
to
serving as a guest speaker
in a classroom, offering car
eer
guidance, supporting the
performing arts and many
other
avenues.
For more information abo
ut the program and to sign
up,
visit www.chufsd.org.

CHHS: Public vote on the budget
election of trustees

Croton-Harmon Schools is now on Twitter: @chufsd

