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Illuminating
the Future:

Published for the residents of the Croton-Harmon School District

On the heels of the community’s approval of a bond referendum that will shape our
schools’ infrastructure over the next five years, this issue of Reflections highlights
some of the educational initiatives that are forging the future of the Croton-Harmon
School District.

Community Weighs In On

District Educational Plan
Parents and members of the CrotonHarmon Schools community were
instrumental in helping to shape the
direction of the district’s five-year
educational plan during a forum at the
high school on Dec. 6.
Attendees were welcomed by
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Edward R. Fuhrman Jr. and Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Deborah O’Connell.
“As many of you know, we are in
the process of [rolling out] a five-year
facilities plan,” said Dr. Fuhrman. “What
we want to do now as a district is to come
up with a five-year educational plan.”
Dr. O’Connell explained that in
June, the district formed a Strategic
Coherence Planning Committee made
up of teachers, administrators, Board
of Education members, students and
community members who were tasked
with identifying an educational focus for
the next five years.

“As a committee, we have zeroed
in on our focus: critical and creative
thinking for problem-solving,” said
Dr. O’Connell. “That is going to be
our core as we look at where we are as
a system and where we want to be.”
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The committee is in the process
of collecting data from all district
stakeholders to determine how the focus
will be implemented over the next five
years.
The forum served as one of the
avenues to collect that information.
Led by Putnam-Northern Westchester
BOCES Assistant Superintendent Dr.
Lynn Allen and longtime educational
consultant Jonathan Costa, community
members met in small groups to answer
questions and identify themes related
to the Strategic Coherence Planning
Committee’s focus.
The information collected at the
forum will be used, along with the
responses received from surveyed
students, parents, teachers and other
district stakeholders, as the committee
takes its next steps.

@CHUFSD

CHUFSD App
Launches for iOS
and Android
The district is proud to announce
the launch of its new app, which can
be downloaded for free to both iOS
and Android devices.
The app will allow parents,
students and community members to
easily access district and school-specific
news, the district and school calendars,
information for athletic events and
other district resources.
For more information about the
app, please visit the district website,
www.chufsd.org.

For more news about our schools, check out the district homepage at www.chufsd.org.

HS Coding Experts Visit CET

Carrie E. Tompkins Elementary School
fourth-graders were surprised to see the
estimated time it would take a computer
to crack their online passwords range from
just a few milliseconds to hundreds of
years, thanks to tips offered by CrotonHarmon High School Programming Club
members.
Members of the club visited CET on
Nov. 30 in recognition of Computer
Security Day, where they shared tips with
the younger students about how to stay
safe online as they learn more about using
technology in school and at home.

Club advisor and CHHS computer
science teacher Soyoung Lim said the
high school students were eager to share
their knowledge of online safety with
their younger peers.
“We just want to make sure [the
students] know how to be safe,” said
CHHS student Kathy Rykowski, who
has been a member of the Programming
Club since its inception two years ago.
The club members offered lessons to
the fourth-graders with three goals in
mind:

1. To increase student knowledge of
internet safety.
2. To aid students in identifying
dangers on the internet.
3. To help students protect
themselves from inappropriate
behavior online.

The high schoolers explained that
rules and etiquette followed in the real
world can also apply online, such as
the concept of “stranger danger.” They
reminded CET students to alert an adult

if a stranger tries to connect with them
online or if they encounter a website that
makes them feel uncomfortable.
The fourth-graders were excited to
interact with the high school students and
asked questions including, “can I share my
password with a friend?”
Other tips included reminding students
not to open emails from strangers or share
their email address or personal information
without parental or teacher consent. They
also discussed hackers and creating strong
passwords.
“We told them to always be careful
and to not be afraid to ask for help,” said
Rykowski.

CET Students Learn Healthy
Habits from Older Peers
Eighth-grade students recently visited Carrie E. Tompkins
Elementary School physical education classes to share information and
activities they designed for their younger peers.
Working in small groups in their health classes, the Pierre Van
Cortlandt Middle School students chose topics related to health and
fitness to create presentations and other engaging activities that CET
students can learn from and enjoy.
Topics explored included facts about sleep and how much
elementary-aged students need (10 or 11 hours), how to stay active in
and out of school, and how to communicate effectively, among other
relevant subjects. CET students enjoyed participating in basketball
and volleyball games, relay races, game show-style question and answer
activities and other enterprises created by the PVC students.
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Croton-Harmon
Board of Education
members, administrators,
teachers and students
welcomed New York
State Assemblywoman
Sandy Galef for the
official ribbon-cutting
of the school’s new
television production
studio in November.
The district secured
grant funds with
Assemblywoman Galef’s assistance
to buy the initial equipment
needed to bring the studio to
life, and the TV studio and
audio control room workspace
that houses the equipment were
constructed soon after.
“Now that our students are
immersed in their work, we
thought it was time to dedicate
the space,” said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Edward R. Fuhrman
Jr. “We have big dreams [for the
space].”
Also at the ceremony was former
Board of Education President
Karen Zevin, who noted that the
initial grant required the space to
have a community connection.
“Perhaps the [village] library can
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use it for announcements or other
things,” she said.
After the ribbon-cutting, high
school seniors who have been
involved with the studio for
four years offered a tour of the
audiovisual studio, sound booth
and related equipment, alongside
their teacher Michael Weinstein.
Assemblywoman Galef spoke
with students about how they
use the studio and its equipment,
including the four-camera setup,
green screen and more. Following
the tour, students interviewed Dr.
Fuhrman and Assemblywoman
Galef in-studio.
Assemblywoman Galef said
she was impressed with the scope
of the studio and the amount of
equipment involved.

Bringing Kindness

into a Viral
Internet Challenge
Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School
students used the viral “Mannequin Challenge”
to share a positive message.
The challenge involves a group of people
staying still in various poses, like mannequins,
while a moving camera records them. The
challenge has taken the internet by storm,
with everyone from celebrities and professional
athletes creating their own versions, and made
its way into PVC’s classrooms during a recent
Advisory Program session.
PVC students were encouraged to discuss
the quote, “When given the choice between
being right or being kind, choose kind.” After
discussing what it means to be kind, and
the impact that kindness has on those who
receive it, the students tackled the Mannequin
Challenge with a new spin, dubbing it the
“Kindness Mannequin Challenge.”
“With the help of our D.A.R.E. officer and
two of his colleagues, students froze in kind or
reflective poses,” said teacher Lauren Scollins.
View the videos of the PVC Kindness
Mannequin Challenge on the district website,
www.chufsd.org.
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Two Alumni Join the
Hall of Distinguished Graduates
Croton-Harmon High School
welcomed back two alumni on Nov. 21
in a special ceremony to recognize their
accomplishments since graduating.
Jonathan Henes, Class of ’87, and
Jason Newman, Class of ’96, started
the day by introducing themselves at a
schoolwide assembly and then visited
several classes with student guides. At the
end of the day, Henes and Newman were
formally inducted into the school’s Hall
of Distinguished Graduates during a brief
ceremony.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edward
Fuhrman thanked the two alumni for
giving current students a perspective of
their potential.
“What we try to be in Croton is a place
where kids can learn and experience and
figure out a direction,” Dr. Fuhrman said
to the two men. “To actually see what can
happen and what’s possible, shows you
what is out there in this world. We are
thrilled to have you come back and share
with our students. They really appreciate
the models that you have set.”
Senior Laura Vallejo introduced Henes,
a former CHHS three-sport varsity athlete
and male athlete of the year, and current
partner at the law firm Kirkland and Ellis,
where he specializes in complex corporate
restructurings.
Henes graduated from Union College
with a Bachelor of Arts in history in 1991
and went on to obtain his law degree from
Benjamin Cardozo Law School, where
he graduated cum laude. He is currently
regarded as one of the top restructuring

lawyers in the nation and has
written extensively and contributed
to numerous media sites, including
CNBC, CNN and Bloomberg.
In addition, he has lectured at
Harvard Business School, The
Wharton School and New York
University.
Henes emphasized to the
students the importance of giving
back. He serves on the board
of directors of CaringKind, a
nonprofit organization and is the
co-founder and a board member of
the Foundation for Education in
Honduras.
“This is really an amazing honor – very
humbling,” said Henes, who commented
on how much the school has changed and
praised the students for asking interesting
questions. “Find your passion and follow
it. Do good and give back.”
Madeleine Camillieri, a senior,
introduced Newman, who recalled being
one of the school’s earliest participants
in the C.H.O.O.S.E. program. After
graduating from CHHS, Newman
obtained a Bachelor of Arts in both
literature and rhetoric and philosophy,
politics and law from SUNY Binghamton.
Since then, he went into writing and
editing; his article on the gay hip-hop
scene for URB Magazine garnered him a
GLAAD Media Award nomination. Later,
as a senior writer and associate news editor
for Fuse, he created “Crate Diggers,” an
online video series delving into artists’
record collections. He has been senior

news editor at Rolling Stone for the past
three years and in 2004 co-founded Hip
Hop Karaoke Inc., the country’s first and
biggest hip-hop karaoke event that has
since spawned 15 affiliates worldwide.
Newman said he was “blown away” by
some of the course offerings at the high
school, such as animal physiology and
Mandarin Chinese.
“Thank you for introducing these
diverse classes to students,” he said in
gratitude to the school’s administrators
and teachers. “Like the C.H.O.O.S.E.
program, what you learn here and what
you don’t even think you are interested
in really does progress for the rest of your
life.”

Volunteers Wanted!

Looking to volunteer in the district?
Check the district website,
www.chufsd.org, for information
about how you can share your
expertise with our students!

